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Abstract:

Our analysis of 2707 news stories explores the framing of flooding in Britain over the past quarter century
and the displacement of a once dominant understanding of flooding as an agricultural problem of land
drainage by the contemporary concern for its urban impacts, particularly to homes and property. We
document dramatic changes in the volume and variety of reporting about flooding since 2000 as the risks of
flooding have become more salient, the informal 'Gentlemen’'s Agreement' between government and private
insurers has broken down, and flood management subjected to greater public scrutiny. While the historic
reliance on private insurance remains largely unchallenged, we show that other aspects of flood hazard
management are now topics of active political debate to which the looming threat of climate change adds
both urgency and exculpatory excuses for poor performance. We conclude by reflecting on the significance
of the case for grand theories of neoliberalisation and governmentality.
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Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: &
audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker, Public
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event
Extreme Weather Event: Flooding
Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography
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Rural, Urban

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States

Non-United States: Europe

European Region/Country: European Country
Other European Country : United Kingdom

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

Health Outcome Unspecified

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource

Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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